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§ 15A-943.  Arraignment in superior court –Required calendaring. 

(a) In counties in which there are regularly scheduled 20 or more weeks of trial sessions 

of superior court at which criminal cases are heard, and in other counties the Chief Justice 

designates, the prosecutor must calendar arraignments in the superior court on at least the first 

day of every other week in which criminal cases are heard. No cases in which the presence of a 

jury is required may be calendared for the day or portion of a day during which arraignments 

are calendared. 

(b) When a defendant pleads not guilty at an arraignment required by subsection (a), he 

may not be tried without his consent in the week in which he is arraigned. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, in any county 

where as many as three simultaneous sessions of superior court, whether criminal, civil, or 

mixed, are regularly scheduled, the prosecutor may calendar arraignments in any of the 

criminal or mixed sessions, at least every other week, upon any day or days of a session, and 

jury cases may be calendared for trial in any other court at which criminal cases may be heard, 

upon such days. (1973, c. 1286, s. 1; 1975, c. 166, s. 27; c. 471.) 


